CHAPTER     XI
THE BROTHERHOOD OF ISLAM
THE fact that Islam, as a religion, proclaims the
brotherhood of all believers has always to be taken
into account when dealing with the Frontier ques-
tion. The Englishman, in the eyes of the tribesmen,
is an infidel. He brings into the campaign against
them those who are unbelievers. Thus the war takes
on the appearance of a fight on behalf of the Faith.
It is true that there are often Indian soldiers who
are Muslims under the command of their British
officers: but it is the latter who direct the warfare;
and at any time a Mullah is able to stir up a revolt
with the cry that the fight is for Islam,
Thus the troubling question often arises in the
mind, whether it is wise to make light of this
essentially religious aspect of the struggle which is
always recurrent. May there not be something
foolish on our part in allowing the newspapers to
write about these religious leaders as "Mad
Mullahs," as though the resistance offered to the
British had nothing but lunacy behind it? For
whether we may ridicule it or not, we are up against
a religious impulse with a dynamic of its own, of a
very powerful character, which drives these border
tribesmen to take the sword and fight in the cause
of their religion. This makes the defence of their
rugged hills a sacred duty to them which is mingled